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Apple famously said, “There’s an app for that.” We had a similar 
thought as we were looking through Minalex throwbacks of aluminum 
extrusions we created for fun and interesting products. A few examples:

Minalex aluminum extrusions are everywhere! Many are obscure and 
you may not be able to see them, but when you see a random product, 
you will be right if you say, “There’s an extrusion for that!”

Seatbelt parts for
major airlines

Precision parts for the
Olin Skis winter product line

Smarte Carte self-serve 
luggage carts at the airport

Custom truss rod extrusions 
for Gibson guitars

Broadway theater lighting
for Altman Stage Lighting
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Did you know the first passengers in a hot air balloon 
were a sheep, a rooster, and a duck?

That might sound like the beginning of a bad joke, 
but it’s true! Fortunately, that flight in France in the 
18th century ended safely when the balloon landed 
in a field two miles away. The three animals were 
considered heroes and lived their remaining days in 
the Menagerie in Versailles.

Did you know the first manned hot air balloon flight 
soon followed in France in 1783? Jean-Francois Pilatre 
holds that honor. His first flight went smoothly, but 
Pilatre would later become the first hot air ballooning 
fatality when he tried to fly across the English Channel.

Did you know the New Jersey Lottery Festival of 
Ballooning is the largest hot air balloon and music 
festival in North America? You can count on our friends 
from the Casey family to be heavily involved every year.

As a fellow local, family-owned business, we are proud 
to support the Casey family’s ballooning adventures 
In fact, aluminum can be used in hot air balloon 
equipment because it is lightweight, durable, and 
corrosion-proof. We are confident that there will 
eventually be an extrusion for that!

WHEN IT COMES TO THE MILITARY, 
ONLY THE HIGHEST PRECISION AND 
PERFORMANCE WILL DO

We are proud of our partnership with the Department of Defense that spans more than 30 years and allows 
Minalex to play a small role in supporting our military. 

You will find aluminum extrusions from Minalex in 
firearms, holographic weaponry, nuclear submarines, 
reconnaissance aircraft, and tactical accessories like 

helmet-mounted cameras, binoculars, night vision 
goggles, flashlights, and water containers.

We also specialize in aluminum extrusions used in heat 
exchangers that help maintain optimal temperature and 
performance in a wide range of automotive applications, 
including military vehicles. 

With AS9100, ISO9001, and ITAR certifications and a 
long track record of quality, precision, and dependability, 
Minalex is a preferred supplier of MIL-SPEC aluminum 
extrusions for military applications. This is a 
responsibility we take very seriously. If our troops need 
us, we will be there.

FUN FACTS ABOUT HOT AIR BALLOONS
Did you know Chinese military 
strategists started experimenting 
with hot air balloons more than 
2,000 years ago?

They used balloons resembling 
lanterns to send messages to 
troops who were surrounded.
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SAFE, RELIABLE SOLUTIONS
FOR HEALTHCARE

Every year, Minalex produces what is affectionately known as Sally’s Star, a star-shaped aluminum 
extrusion that is produced in relatively small amounts and used as a decoration.

Because we have no minimum requirements, we 
can fulfill orders of any size, including prototypes 
and this beautiful, decorative star.

We wanted to give a special shoutout to Sally’s Star, 
a manufacturer of knives that happens to be one of 
our favorite clients! We welcome small companies 
that feel as if they are “not big enough” to work with 
top manufacturers.

You will always find a home with Minalex!

SALLY’S STAR: SMALL QUANTITIES, 
BIG REWARD

The healthcare industry has specific 
requirements for the characteristics and 
performance of any part used for patient care.

Surgical instruments should be made of 
corrosion-proof materials that discourage 
bacteria growth. Medical devices and equipment 
that support electronics require highly durable, 
lightweight components to ensure reliability and 
ease of use in challenging circumstances.

These are just a few reasons why aluminum 
extrusions are ideal for healthcare, surgical, and 
medical device applications. Minalex is capable 
of producing extrusions to extremely tight 
tolerances that meet even the most complex 
requirements.

We are honored to have earned the trust of 
healthcare organizations and manufacturers 
across the country.
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AEROSPACE SERVICES POISED  
FOR GROWTH, SAYS DELOITTE

According to a recent report from Deloitte, 
advancements in the launch industry and satellite 
technology are expected to spur growth in  
space-based services, which would allow industry 
players to streamline, adapt, and maintain their 
products.

Similarly, traditional aerospace companies and private 
equity investors are taking advanced air mobility to 
the mainstream as new product testing, piloting, and 
prototyping are expected to increase.

Minalex manufactures aluminum extruded parts for 
more than fifty aerospace clients, including SpaceX, 
a world leader in the design and manufacturing 
of rockets and spacecraft. With a highly efficient 

manufacturing process and a number of value-added 
services, Minalex supports the goal of SpaceX to make 
space travel more affordable.

The needs of the aerospace industry are evolving. 

Capabilities are expanding. Travel to space is likely to 
become a relatively common occurrence in the not-
too-distant future. As a result, the need for innovative 
solutions and custom prototypes is on the rise.

If you want to create and maintain a competitive edge 
in the aerospace sector, you need a strong team of 
manufacturing partners. Contact us to find out how 
Minalex can provide custom aerospace aluminum 
extrusions to support your growth initiatives.
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AWARD-WINNING QUIKSIZER 
AVAILABLE AT LOWE’S

When U.S. Marine veteran Thomas Barnhill came up with the idea for a tool 
that could quickly and easily measure pipe and hardware diameters in  
hard-to-reach places, he contacted Minalex to supply extruded components.

After a few iterations, QuikSizer was born. With QuikSizer, you will get the right size 
bolt, pipe, fitting, or tool the first time. This eliminates guesswork when measuring 
round or semi-round objects, so you do not have to make extra trips to the store!

QuikSizer flew under the radar until an appearance on the “Making It… With 
Lowe’s” reality show, which culminated with the award for top product of 2021! 
The entire product, including packaging, is manufactured and assembled in the 
U.S. to support the local economy and create employment opportunities for 
veterans. Minalex has manufactured, finished, and shipped parts for QuikSizer, 
which can be purchased at Lowe’s.

We are thrilled for the success of Mr. Barnhill and applaud his 
entrepreneurial, innovative spirit!



HIGH-QUALITY EXTRUSIONS, 
FAST LEAD TIMES

As things began to return to normal during this past year,   
we were once again glad to have the opportunity to serve the 
ongoing extrusion needs of our many returning customers,   
as well as the new customer relationships we built in 2022.  
The latest Minalex “Extrusion News” newsletter you’re reading, 
outlines some very diverse and interesting topics and projects 
that involve miniature aluminum extrusions. Whether it’s fun 
facts about hot air balloons, advancements in aerospace 
technology, an award-winning measuring tool, or any of the  
other stories, we hope you enjoy reading about them.

We would like to wish everyone the happiest of Holiday Seasons 
and a most prosperous New Year. The Casey family and 
everyone here at Minalex is looking ahead with great anticipation 
and renewed energy to the opportunities that are waiting for   
all of us in 2023.

Signed: The Caseys

MESSAGE FROM  
THE CASEY FAMILY

  25 Coddington Road
 Whitehouse Station, NJ
 08889-0247

     Phone: 908.534.4044
   Fax: 908.534.6788  
   Visit: minalex.com

Do you have a prototype extrusion design or need a  
high-quality “proof of concept” part? We can accommodate  
all extrusion order sizes. We offer quick turn-around times  
on short-run aluminum extrusion orders and can produce 
single custom parts with very little notice! 

Simply call (908) 534-4044 with your project requirements  
and/or learn more about our extrusion capabilities and submit 
your design here: minalex.com/standard-services-capabilities


