
“DOING IT RIGHT” 
FOR SIXTY YEARS

Jim Casey succinctly summed up the Minalex mission six decades ago 
when he stated, “Do one thing and do it right.” 

Today, we proudly continue that 
legacy in his memory as leaders in 
aluminum extrusion manufacturing.

It seems that all the time that has 
passed has gone by in the blink of an 
eye since Jim Casey and Bob Gilfillan 
founded Minalex.

By staying true to our mission, 
we remain leaders in miniature 
aluminum extrusions. Minalex is 
not just a business but a family 
in spirit made up of relatives and 
employees alike. Many are second 
and third generation workers, 
carrying forward our shared values 
of quality, integrity, and innovation. 
It is a testament to our commitment 
to excellence.
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IN THIS ISSUE
“Doing It Right” for Sixty Years1

Honoring Our Founders2

Minalex Milestones: 1975-19842

Minalex Milestones: 1985-19943

More Milestones: 1995-20043

“Recent” Happenings & More Growth4

Minalex Hosts NJ Candidate 
Jack Ciattarelli

4

Minalex Expansion: Building 
for the Future

5

Empowering Tomorrow’s 
Communications

5

Precision Manufacturing  
with Detect-It AI

5

A Letter From the Casey Family6

Extrusion News 
Volume 6, Issue 1

Manufacturing precision partnerships.™

https://www.minalex.com/60-year-anniversary-ebook/
https://www.minalex.com/60-year-anniversary-ebook/
https://www.minalex.com/60-year-anniversary-ebook/


MINALEX Extrusion News  |  2 Volume 6, Issue 1  |  3

Jim Casey and Bob Gilfillan’s vision and innovation laid the 
foundation for our success. They recognized the untapped 
potential of miniature aluminum extrusions, especially in the 
intricate designs that were becoming increasingly essential 
across industries. 

In November 1965, Jim and Bob launched Minalex in a modest 
building on 40 Fulton Street in New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
The company’s name, Minalex, was thoughtfully created by 
combining elements of the words miniature, aluminum, and 
extrusion, reflecting our core expertise and commitment from 
day one.

Just three years after opening our doors, we broke ground 
on a larger, more advanced facility on Coddington Road in 
Whitehouse, NJ, which became our new home in 1969.

MINALEX MILESTONES: 1975-1984

HONORING OUR FOUNDERS MINALEX MILESTONES: 1985-1994

MORE MILESTONES: 1995-2004

The late ‘70s and early ‘80s were exciting times of growth and 
opportunity for us. From 1975 to 1984, we were thriving, taking 
on new clients, meeting increased demand, and making big 
moves.

During this period, our reputation caught the attention of major 
brands, giving us an exciting entry into the home appliance 
market. A Minalex extrusion also ignited the aluminum tennis 
racket boom (no pun intended).

Demand for the lightweight equipment skyrocketed so quickly 
that we had to install a third press just to keep up!

In 1986, our founder, Bob Gilfillan, retired to South Carolina, 
fulfilling his dream of owning a yacht. With Bob enjoying 
life on the high seas, Jim Casey took the Minalex helm solo, 
and soon after, his sons Chris and Michael joined the team, 
continuing the family legacy. 

Our precision aluminum extrusions, like protective carrier 
sleeves for computer chips, were produced in massive 
quantities to meet soaring demand.

In September 1992, Order #10250 marked another 
milestone for our company; it was manufactured from a 
CAD drawing, marking the first design Minalex produced 
using computer-aided design.

A pivotal moment came in 2004 when Minalex achieved 
ISO 9001 certification, a key requirement for entering the 
aerospace market. This certification not only validated 
our commitment to quality but also led to a significant 
breakthrough: the first direct order from aerospace industry 
giant Boeing. As their partner, we began manufacturing a 
very diverse range of parts, including Die #10,006: “General 
Aerospace,” which is still being produced today.

Beyond the factory floor, we strengthened our ties to 
the local community. As active corporate citizens, we 
supported and continue to support numerous Hunterdon 
County organizations, including the D.A.R.E. program, 
the PBA, Readington Little League, and other non-profits, 
underscoring our commitment to giving back.

All this steady growth meant more space 
was needed to meet the demand, so we 

expanded our facilities not once, but 
twice. First in 1980 and again in 1984.
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The ‘80s brought a technology boom, and 
we were right there in the middle of it 

all, partnering with industry leaders like 
Hewlett-Packard, IBM, and Xerox. 

Between 1965 and 1974, our company experienced 
rapid growth, evolving from a small startup into a 
trusted supplier of precision aluminum extrusions.
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From 2005 to 2025, Minalex continued to advance despite 
economic fluctuations that came and went. 

We partnered with TREK Bicycle, manufacturing high-
performance wheel rims for mountain, off-road, and road-
racing bikes.

Orders of these rims surged to more than one million parts 
annually – a true testament to our ability to deliver consistent, 
large-scale quality. 
 
 
 
 
 

Growth also came with the addition of more family members 
to the Minalex team. Continuing another tradition, many in 
our current workforce are proud second or third-generation 
employees, following in the footsteps of their parents, 
grandparents, and other family members. 

This project is designed to enhance our capabilities, integrate 
the latest manufacturing technologies, and further strengthen 
our ability to deliver the precision miniature aluminum 
extrusions you’ve come to depend on for over 60 years. 

As renovations and construction move forward, we’ll be 
sharing progress updates along the way and look forward to 
unveiling the completed expansion that will set the stage for 
continued growth and innovation.

Aluminum powers the next generation of smartphones, 
tablets, and laptops with its strength, lightness, and 
durability. Miniature extrusions make devices slimmer 
and more efficient. With corrosion resistance, heat 
control, and recyclability, aluminum drives innovation 
and sustainability. At Minalex, precision-engineered 
extrusions deliver performance and support a circular 
economy for the future.

At Minalex, continuous improvement drives everything we 
do. To uphold the highest standards of precision and quality, 
we’ve integrated Detect-It AI software into our manufacturing 
process. This technology enables real-time monitoring, 
identifies irregularities, and improves efficiency to maintain 
the tight tolerances our customers have trusted for decades. 

By combining human expertise with advanced AI, Minalex 
continues to invest in smarter, more efficient solutions that 
deliver measurable value and exceed expectations.

MINALEX EXPANSION: BUILDING FOR  
THE FUTURE

EMPOWERING 
TOMORROW’S 
COMMUNICATIONS

PRECISION 
MANUFACTURING 
WITH DETECT-IT AI

Big things are happening at Minalex! We’re well 
underway expanding our facilities to better serve 

our customers today and well into the future.

“RECENT” HAPPENINGS & MORE GROWTH

In another noteworthy achievement, multiple 
victories in the Tour de France, the world’s most 
challenging and prestigious bicycle race, were 

won on rims manufactured right here at Minalex.

READ THE FULL STORY

It was great to host a visit to our facilities in 2025 by New 
Jersey gubernatorial candidate Jack Ciattarelli. During his 
tour of the plant, Mr. Ciattarelli got to see our manufacturing 
operations in action and was most impressed by the fact 
that for the last sixty years, one of the leading producers of 
aluminum extrusions in the U.S. has been located right here 
in the Garden State.

MINALEX HOSTS NJ CANDIDATE  
JACK CIATTARELLI

He also toured the current Minalex expansion project, and 
we look forward to having him for another visit to see the 
complete results.

We were incredibly happy to learn that as a major supporter 
of New Jersey’s small businesses, candidate Ciattarelli is 
committed to creating a statewide economic climate that 
would generate growth opportunities in the Garden State’s 
industrial community. READ THE FULL STORY READ THE FULL STORY
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This edition of The Extrusion comes at a truly 
special moment in the history of Minalex. In 2025, 
we’re proud to celebrate our 60th Anniversary as a 
family-owned company. Serving customers across 
diverse industries with the precision miniature 
aluminum extrusions they’ve come to rely on for six 
decades has been a journey of shared success for 
which we’re honored and grateful.

This milestone coincides with another exciting 
development. The expansion of our manufacturing 
facilities. Once completed, these enhancements will 
allow us to bolster our capabilities, integrate new 
technologies, and further strengthen our ability to 
meet the growing needs of our valued clients and 
partners.

For us, this celebration is not only about honoring 
our past but also about looking ahead. We remain 
guided by the vision and dedication instilled by our 
founder, Jim Casey, and are more committed than 
ever to building on that legacy with innovation, 
quality, and trusted partnerships.

As we close out this milestone year, we thank you 
for being a vital part of our journey and look 
forward to achieving even more in the years ahead. 
Together.

Happy Holidays from all of us at Minalex and best 
wishes for a 2026 filled with health, opportunity, 
and continued success!

The Casey Family

A LETTER FROM
THE CASEY FAMILY

 	 25 Coddington Road
	 Whitehouse Station, NJ
	 08889-0247

   	 Phone: 908.534.4044
 	  Fax: 908.534.6788  
 	  Visit: minalex.com

There’s precision in everything we do at Minalex. From the high-quality 
miniature custom aluminum extrusions we manufacture to the 
long-time relationships we’ve built with our valued customers.

Simply call (908) 534-4044 with your project requirements and/or learn 
more about our extrusion capabilities and submit your design here: 
minalex.com/standard-services-capabilities

WE GO TO GREATER LENGTHS
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